
North 

 The darker nature of northern light will provide a more 

somber coloration for the north rose window which focuses on the 

mystery of sorrow, suffering, and death. One of the most 

traditional images used in art has been the pieta - Mary holding 

her son in death. This window is a reflection on such sorrow, with 

the invitation to see ourselves and our own sorrows in light of 

Jesus' death and resurrection. The light of life is extinguished and 

its smoke obscures the sun depicted in the window. The radiating 

cross-form gathers mourners into the experience. Death in 

the form of the serpent (from the Genesis creation story) 

entangles the leg and cuts the lilies while in full bloom. The 

martyr's palm branches are also included in this window, marked 

strongly with the liturgical colors of purple and red (lent, and 

passion).  

 The square windows along this wall will move in color from 

clear and soft tones to the greys, purples and reds of the sorrowful 

window. 

The following text is excerpted from a historical pamphlet located in the Saint Bernadette Catholic Parish 

Archives.  

Stained Glass Windows  

 The imagery selected for the stained glass windows in the new St. Bernadette Church building is a 

reflection on the Paschal Mystery - the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. By incorporating 

biblical images and symbols, and by referencing events from our own human life we hope to make 

connections between the events in Jesus' life and our own experiences.  

 In light of our patron St. Bernadette of Lourdes, and her association with Mary and the rosary, we 

will use the structure of the rosary's meditation on the paschal mystery to organize the imagery.  

 Three large rose windows, twelve feet in diameter have been developed as reflections on sorrow, 

joy and glory. Connecting these large windows will be a band of three foot square windows whose 

repeated pattern will include the fleur de lis, a traditional symbol for Mary and for Bernadette's homeland 

- France. These repeated windows will change in color as they work their way around the entire church, 

encircling the congregation. This repeated form suggests movement and meditation - relating to the 

structure of the rosary. The four window groupings (north, south, east and west) in the church's cupola 

steeple will include the four elements of earth, wind, fire and water. 

West 

 On the west walls of the building over the entrance, imagery will 

include St. Bernadette and the communion of saints welcoming 

worshippers into the building. Bernadette's image will show her holding a 

candle and making the sign of the cross, a sign of faith and of beginning. 

These two gestures are associated with her at Lourdes and are also 

associated with our ritual of baptism. Three, small window groups with five 

windows in each are also included on the western outer walls. These will 

include a stylized rose pattern, each grouping in a different color range to 

relate to the mysteries of joy, sorrow, and glory. The interior western walls 

will continue with images taken from the creed - our belief in the Trinity 

and in Christ as Alpha and Omega (beginning and end), will be 

represented in three windows that are over the baptistery and entrance 

into the worship space. Above these three windows will be a depiction of 

the waters of life. These upper windows will suggest the psalms reference 

to water, the waters of baptism, or perhaps the healing waters of Lourdes. 



South 

 The warmer southern light will infuse this joyful reflection with brightness and highlight the 

yellows, corals and pinks used in its background. A couple raises a child to the light. It is perhaps a scene 

from Jesus' presentation in the temple described in Chapter 2 of Luke's gospel. The offering of two doves, 

the witness of the prophetess Anna and of Simeon who proclaimed him the "light to the nation Israel" are 

included. It can also be such as the joy of human life, with one's receiving of the light of faith in baptism.  

 The square windows along this wall will move from the rich jewel tones found in the glory window 

to softer tones incorporating the colors associated liturgically with joy - white, gold and pink.  

East 

 This rose window of glory is a depiction of the New Heavens and New Earth - the New Jerusalem 

described in chapter 21 of the Book of Revelation. It is a vision of glory, with the waters of life flowing 

from the throne of the Lamb of God. The lamb is encircled by twelve angels. Like the twelve months of 

the year and the twelve tribes of Israel, these figures suggest completion. They gaze on the heavenly city 

described in revelation like a golden crystal with its foundation of precious jewels. The city is veiled like a 

bride and gleaming with radiance. The trees of life are abundant with fruit and vegetation  

The image of the lamb of God was often found in early Christian churches over the altar area. This 

window will make use of eastern light and include many white areas with traces of gold - the liturgical 

colors for Resurrection, Easter and Christmas.  

 The square windows along this wall will move from the somber north wall colors to the rich jewel 

tones found in the accents of the glory window. 


